
CONCLUSION

“Sustainability: It’s the right thing 
to do, it’s the smart thing to do, it’s 

the profitable thing to do.”
- Hunter Lovins
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Conclusion

As Lethbridge approaches 100,000 people, 
we have an opportunity to assess the 

current state of our environment so that we can 
plan for future action.

For this report, we reviewed 32 different indicators 
from seven different themes: biodiversity, local 
food, water, air, waste, energy and climate 
change in order to get an overall picture of the 
state of the environment in Lethbridge.

For each indicator in the report, we made an 
assessment of the overall trend for that indicator, 

whether it was improving, declining or static. 
Of the indicators we considered, 10 were 
improving, 5 were static and 10 were declining. 
An additional 7 indicators did not currently have 
enough information to make an assessment.

We would suggest that the ten indicators that are 
declining present the primary opportunities for 
improvement of environmental sustainability in 
Lethbridge. These opportunities include:

• Improving the condition of riparian areas 
along the Oldman River;

Figure 1. As Lethbridge approaches 
100,000 residents, we have an 

opportunity to take action to become 
leaders in sustainability. Photo courtesy 

Kim Siever/Flickr.

- 221 -



• Controlling invasive species, particularly in 
areas of native grassland, wetland and riparian 
habitats;
• Supporting native pollinators by encouraging 
the planting of pollinator friendly species and 
the preservation of remaining native habitat;
• Reducing the amount of food waste that 
enters the landfill;
• Monitoring and planning for decreasing 
water flows in the Oldman River;
• Working with regional and provincial 
representatives to develop regional strategies to 
improve air quality;
• Encouraging increased use of green 
transportation options such as transit, cycling 
and walking;
• Developing cycle-friendly pathways and 
commuter options through the Cycling Master 
Plan; and
• Planning for and adapting to changes that 
will be caused by climate change.

Seven indicator areas were unable to be assessed 
because of a lack of data. Gathering data in these 
areas will help with future decision making and 
priority setting. These areas include:

• Gathering data regarding the condition of 
wetland and grassland habitats within the city;
• Supporting the collection of species-at-risk 
sightings and habitat use within City limits;
• Conducting additional and regular water 
temperature monitoring to determine if water 
temperatures are changing over time;
• Following the confirmation of air quality 
standards for NO2, reviewing existing data to 
determine if this is impacting Lethbridge’s air 
quality; and
• Gathering data related to vehicle emissions 
in Lethbridge to determine the local impact of 
climate change.

With this report, we have attempted to be 
as comprehensive as possible, given the 
available data. We recognize, however, that 
our environment will change over time. It is 
likely that new indicator areas will emerge and 
new data will become available. As the city of 
Lethbridge grows and changes, we hope that 
this report will be a baseline for our efforts to 
become leaders in sustainability.
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